
Research ethics guidelines

For the policies on research and publication ethics, follow the poli-
cies established by the ‘Good Publication Practice Guidelines for 
Medical Journals 2nd’ (https://www.kamje.or.kr/board/view?b_
name = bo_publication&bo_id = 7) or the ‘Ethical Guidelines on 
Good Publication’ (http://publicationethics.org/resources/guide-
lines) or ‘Ethical Considerations in International Committee of 
Medical Journal Editors’ (http://www.icmje.org/index.html), espe-
cially those on the disclosure of conflicts of interest, statement of in-
formed consent, statement of human and animal rights, institution-
al review board, authorship, originality, duplicate publication, and 
clinical trials registry. Any attempt to duplicate publication or any 
plagiarism will lead to automatic rejection, may prejudice the accep-
tance of future submissions, and may be highlighted within the pag-
es of the journal. And the Journal follows the Code of Conduct 
(http://publicationethics.org/resources/code-conduct) of the Com-
mittee on Publication Ethics (COPE) (http://publicationethics.org/), 
and follows the COPE Flowcharts (http://publicationethics.org/re-
sources/flowcharts) for resolving cases of suspected misconduct.

Author and Authorship

An author is considered as an individual who has made substantive 
intellectual contributions to a published study and whose author-
ship continues to have important academic, social, and financial 
implications. The ICMJE has recommended the following criteria 
for authorship: (1) substantial contributions to conception and de-
sign, acquisition, analysis, and interpretation of data; (2) drafting 
the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; 
and (3) final approval of the version to be published. (4) Agreement 
to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that ques-
tions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are 
appropriately investigated and resolved. Authors should meet crite-
ria 1, 2, and 3. These criteria are applicable to those journals that 
distinguish the authors from other contributors.

Duplicate Publication

Manuscripts are only accepted for publication in journals if they 
have not been published elsewhere. Manuscripts published in this 
journal should not be submitted for publication elsewhere. If the 
author(s) wishes to obtain a duplicate or secondary publication for 

various other reasons, such as for readers of a different language, 
he/she should obtain approval from the editor-in-chief of both the 
first and second journal.

Conflict of Interest

Conflict of interest exists when an author (or the author’s institu-
tion), reviewer, or editor has financial or personal relationships that 
inappropriately influence his/her actions (such relationships are also 
known as dual commitments, competing interests, or competing 
loyalties). All authors should disclose their conflicts of interest, i.e., 
(1) financial relationships (such as employment, consultancies, 
stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony), (2) personal re-
lationship, (3) academic competition, and (4) intellectual passion. 
These conflicts of interest must be included as a footnote on the title 
page or in the acknowledgement section. Each author should certify 
the disclosure of any conflict of interest with his/her signature.

Protection of Privacy, Confidentiality, and 
Written Informed Consent

The ICMJE has recommended the following statement for the pro-
tection of privacy, confidentiality, and written informed consent: 
The rights of patients should not be infringed without written in-
formed consent. Identifying details should not be published in writ-
ten descriptions, photographs, and pedigrees unless it is essential 
for scientific purposes and the patient (or his/her parents or guard-
ian) provides written informed consent for publication. However, 
complete patient anonymity is difficult to achieve; therefore, in-
formed consent should be obtained in the event that anonymity of 
the patient is not assured. For example, masking the eye region of 
patients in photographs is not adequate to ensure anonymity. If 
identifying characteristics are changed to protect anonymity, au-
thors should provide assurance that alterations do not distort scien-
tific meaning and editors should take note of this. When informed 
consent has been obtained, it should be indicated in the published 
article.

Protection of Human and Animal Rights

While reporting experiments that involve human subjects, it should 



be stated that the study was performed according to the Helsinki 
Declaration (https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/
declaration-of-helsinki/) and approved by the Research Ethics 
Committee (REC) or the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of the 
institution where the experiment was performed. A written in-
formed consent should be obtained from all subjects. In the case of 
an animal study, a statement should be provided indicating that the 
experiment process, such as the breeding and the use of laboratory 
animals, was approved by the REC of the institution where the ex-
periment was performed or that it does not violate the rules of the 
REC of the institution or the NIH Guide for the Care and Use of 
Laboratory Animals (Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources, 
Commission on Life Sciences, National Research Council, https://
grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/guide-for-the-care-and-use-of-labora-
tory-animals.pdf). The authors should preserve raw experimental 
study data for at least 1 year after the publication of the paper and 
should present this data if required by the editorial board.

Registration of the Clinical Research and Data 
Sharing Policy

Any research that deals with clinical trial should be registered to the 
primary national clinical trial registration site such as http://cris.
nih.go.kr/cris/index.jsp, or other sites accredited by World Health 
Organization or ICMJE.

This journal follows the data sharing policy described in “Data 
Sharing Statements for Clinical Trials: A Requirement of the Interna-
tional Committee of Medical Journal Editors”. The ICMJE’s policy re-
garding trial registration is explained at http://www.icmje.org/recom-
mendations/browse/publishing-and-editorial-issues/clinical-trial-reg-
istration.html#two. If the data sharing plan changes after registration 
this should be reflected in the statement submitted and published with 
the manuscript, and updated in the registry record.
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